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INTERIM REPORT OF RADIO LISTENING IN NOTTINCHAN

The following report is based on results of an
initial snalysis of 200 interviews with Hottingham households
in possession of radio sets, amd which will be idiscussed in |
grester deotall, togetler with the recults of a similar erquiry
in Plymouth, in a final report to be presented latew, At this
state, it is possible that minor adjustments in the figures
quoted here may be necessary as a vesult of more detailed analy-

Bis,

I Brief Outline ef Method

Three typical areas wers selected in Vottingham :-

le 9%, Anmes, £ vvedominant)y working-clase and

industrialised part situeted in the certre of
the citv,

2+ Sherwod, a prefominantly lewer-niidilie-alass

regifontial dietriet situ=ted $¢ the ¥orth of
the towm.,

5« West Bridgeford, a preiominantly middle-class

suburb lying South West of the River Trent,

but =2lso lving lower middle-class elements.
All these districts are fully wired for Rediffusion Serviece,
and therefore all housahclds contacted on this survey counld
benefit by the service if so desired.

Only difforences between these three districts that
appeayr particulerly marked will be dealt with here; otherwise
all figaree epply to 2ll tlree together.

IT Listening - The Cenersl Pettern
Of these persons mentioned as being the mein radio

listeners in households, females, wives, mothers, dsughters,

ete., receive 72¢ of the mentions as against males who only



receive 387: 7¢ mention the family as & whole, &’ gave
nizscel laneons snawers, and 2¢ anpld make no Atatewent at 9,11.“‘

&7f mention the evenings in general as the time they
mostly listen in on weekdays, and 2 farther 119 mention after-
noons snd evenings; 177 say that theywait espsszially for favour_
{te pregvemmes snd 13’ say that thoir wireless is on for most
of the day: mainly morning listoners ruwber 7’ and %7 mention
the middsy paﬂoﬂ.“} 159 in the St. Annes district say that
they listen most of thas 3day, comparcd with 129 in Sheewocd, and
9¢d in West Bridgeford. On the otler hand, those who tune in
nore pertionlarly %o améial Prograrmes aré NeeTly twice as
gtrong in Wazt Bridgeford and 3herwood, Shan In 3v. Annes.

This pettein chenges considerably on Sundeis, when the
numher of those who have thelr wircleuses tuned infor most of
the dsy rimes to 457 for 21l three districts tezetier leaving
207 who still confine their listening nogtly to the evenings

and 127 whe mention afterncorn and evenings.

III The Three Programines .
907 say they listen om occaslons o the *Home' pro-

gramme, 947 to the 'Ilight', and z2¢ to the "Third’. In the

Pirst two ocases differences between the three districts are
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(1) Multiple menticn table - 1.e. where respondenis give
more than one answer. Hence percentages exceed 1007



insignificant. For the Third programme, however, the
figure rises from 194 in St. Arnes, to 407 in Sherwood and
469 in West Bridgeford. 524 in all districts say they tune
into regional programmes other than the Nidlands.

734 in St. Annes, 557 in Sherwoold and 627 in West
Bridgeford say thet they listen mainly tc the Light programme,
however. 8imilar figures for the Home programmes are 157,
377 and 269 respectively. Those who say they listen mainly

to the Third programme comprise 49 of West Bridgeford alone.

IV Foreign Listening
62’ of householdés in= 11 distriects do not listen al

a2ll to any foreign programmes. Ianxembourg is the most
populer foreign station (179 of the total: 23¢ in St. Annes)
followed by the American Forces Wetwork (147 of the totel;
187 in St. fnnes). Prench stetions 47 and Hilversum 3¢.
In Sherwood and West Bridgeford, non- Buropeen stations are
heard by 12¢ and 114 respectively.

The main resscn For listening to foreign stations
aprears simply to be a liking for the pusice they broadcast.
Pwe thirde of such listening takes place mainly in the even-

ings.

¥V Knowledge of Rediffusion
987 of respondents living in Sherwood said that they

hed heard about the Rediffusion Service, 817 in St. Annes,



and 9:¢ dn West Bridgeford. 1In all cases, at least three-
guarters had a reascnable ides of whal the scrvice implied.
Reagons 7or not meking use of the service were stated as

follows :=
Heve own wirelogs set 81¢
want to chose owm programmes 22¢
Ho varisty of progruamme 100 (1)
Too expensive 107
Disli¥e of weckly paymentis 8¢
Other replies 167

VI Previous Reciffusion Uscrs

25 pereons wiao had given up Rediffusion service
during the previous two months were interviewed in addition
to the genersl semple. The ir reusons for se doing mey be
listed s folliows:-

Wot sufficient programme variety
ILike to be able to get otier stations

Presented with radlo set

’{ 14 mentions
)
Unable to use radio set previously % g
)
)

Just wanted a rudio set

Too expenaive
Wanted t0 eccnonise

Dislike the tone y 4 ™
Have t0 pay but never own setl Y 4 O
Wanted %0 be able o play records )y & 0"

mﬂ#

(1) Multiple mentions.



